PÁDRAIG PEARSES GAA CLUB

Annual General Meeting 2019
Friday, November 29th
Ballymacward Hall

2018 SENIOR HURLING LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

AGM AGENDA
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Adoption of Standing Orders.
Minutes of previous Annual General Meeting.
Consideration of the Annual Report submitted by the Secretary.
Consideration of the Financial Statements
The Chairperson’s Address.
Election of Officers and Members of the Executive Committee.
Notices of Motions and Any Other Business

STANDING ORDERS
1 The proposer of a Motion or Resolution or an
Amendment there of may speak for 5 minutes,
but no more than 5 minutes.
2 A member speaking to an Amendment or Motion
or Resolution must not exceed 3 minutes.
3 The proposer of an Amendment or Resolution
may speak for a second time for 3 minutes
before a vote is taken but no other member
may speak a second time to the same
Amendment, Motion or Resolution.

4 The Chairperson may at any time when it is felt
a matter has been sufficiently discussed, call on
the proposer for a reply and when it is given a
vote must be taken.
5 A Member may, with the consent of the
Chairperson, move “that the question be now
put.. “ after which, when the proposer has
spoken a vote must be taken.
6 Standing Orders shall not be suspended for
the purpose of considering any matter on
the agenda, except by the consent of the
majority equal to two thirds of those present
and entitled to vote.

SECRETARY’S REPORT
A chara, Ba mhaith liom an tuairisc rúnaí a thabhairt duit le haghaidh an bhliain 2019.
SENIOR HURLING

JUNIOR ‘A’ FOOTBALL

The Senior hurlers played in the Division 2 Hurling League
which commenced on 23rd February 2019. They had wins
against Ardrahan and Clarinbridge, a draw with Killimordaly
and defeats to Mullagh, Ballinderreen and Abbeyknockmoy.
These saw Pádraig Pearses finish mid-table and not reach
the knockout stages. Throughout their year they played
many challenge games around the county and further afield.

It was an overall disappointing year for the Junior ‘A’ football
team where they exited the championship in the group
stages of the North Board Championship campaign which
began in August. Tuam Stars ran out comfortable winners
in the first championship game. Next up was MoniveaAbbey who eventually won out the second game of the
championship. The last group game was played versus
Glinsk, and although they had lost their previous two games,
they had a slim chance of qualifying to the knockout stages
but these various permutations did not come to fruition.

The Senior Championship began in April 2019 with an
opening round win over near neighbours AhascraghFohenagh. A 2nd round loss to Athenry came before the
Championship summer break. On return to Championship
hurling in mid-August a 3rd round win against Beagh
was followed by a 4th round defeat to Craughwell.
Pádraig Pearses entered the final round of group games
against Oranmore-Maree on 14th September 2019. Both
sides finished level at 0-13 each. This saw OranmoreMaree promoted to Senior ‘A’ hurling for 2020, with
Padraig Pearses finishing third in the Senior B Group.
The highlight of the year came on Sunday evening 28th
April 2019 when Padraig Pearses took to the field in Duggan
Park, Ballinasloe against a much fancied Cappataggle in
the 2018 Senior League Final. A close contest throughout
saw both sides level at full-time 1-10 to 0-13. With the
floodlights on for extra-time Padraig Pearses took
over - outscoring their opponents 0-4 to 0-1 bringing
the Senior League “Cahalan Cup” back to the parish of
Ballymacward-Gurteen on a final score-line of 1-14 to 0-14.
Thanks to the players and the management team made up
of Shane Cusack, John Raftery, Paul Scarry, David Kelly,
Padraic Raftery, Adrian Queeney and Pádraig Byrnes
and medic Eddie Mitchell and physio Declan Malone.

The league campaign began at the end of March where
again they played Monivea-Abbey. This game finished
in a draw. Out of the remaining 6 games, they won 4
(Tuam Stars, Caltra, Dunmore McHales, Athenry), received
a walkover in 1 (Glinsk) and lost 1 (Kilconly). This left
them in third position and just missing out on a league
final. They performed well in the league despite being
challenged with a depleted squad for a few of the games
This was the first year where the football team did not
bring home the silverware. Their triumphant efforts,
winning 7 cups and getting 2 promotions in the League,
of the previous 3 years did not materialise in 2019.
Thanks to the management team of James Clancy and
John Lally for their time and dedication throughout the
year. Both men are thoroughly committed to bettering
football within the club. Thanks also to Oliver Laheen,
for his help at the end of the year. Thanks to Aoife
Lally, for providing physio for each football game.

JUNIOR ‘B’ HURLING
Pearses Junior B hurlers’ season started on May 4th
with a home win to Kilnadeema-Leitrim. This was
followed by a win against Annaghdown and Kiltormer
and a loss to Killimordaly. The Junior Bs qualified
second in their group leading to a quarter-final against
Loughrea. After a solid start the Junior hurlers lost
to the eventual championship winners Loughrea.
Thanks to Manager Seamus Lawless and his selectors
Aidan Kilkenny and Adrian Queeney for their time given.
Thanks to Alan Kelly for providing medic and physio.

U21 & MINOR HURLING
An understrength Pearses U21 side lost by 5 points to
Ballinderreen in the first round of the ‘B’ championship
and they suffered a further defeat against TynaghAbbey-Duniry in round 2 to end all hopes of progressing
further in the U21 championship in 2019.
Pearses qualified for a quarter-final from group 2 of the
Minor ‘B’ championship. On route, they beat Sarsfields,
Meelick-Eyrecourt and Kilconieron, drew with Loughrea,
lost to eventual champions Cappataggle and forfeited
a game to Liam Mellows. Pearses were too strong for
Moycullen (Group 1 winners) in a hard fought quarterfinal and subsequently were drawn with Tommy Larkins
for a semi-final. Pearses for a number of reasons failed
to do themselves justice in the game and Tommy Larkins
ran out easy winners. Thanks to Ian Murphy, Anthony
Kenny, Martin Barry and Joe Fahey for giving up their
time to manage both our minor and u-21 teams.

UNDERAGE TEAMS
A huge debt of gratitude is owed to our coaches and
mentors who continuously volunteer their time and
effort into developing the skills and team-play of our
young hurlers and footballers. Thank you from us all in

our GAA family. Our juveniles are the future of our club
and only on solid foundations a great club will be built.

UNDERAGE FOOTBALL
The U12s played 4 group games (vs Northern Gaels,
Caltra, Ballygar and Menlough), where winning 2 and
losing 2 games. These results and performances were
great to see, especially when they were playing against
traditionally strong footballing areas. These qualified them
to play in the shield final, where they were eventually
beaten by a stronger Caltra side. This was the U12s first
year playing football at a club grade, so it was great
to see them adapting to the game so well and also
more importantly, enjoying it. Thanks to Manager John
Lally and his selectors James Clancy and Gareth Lally
for their dedication to juvenile football in the club.
The U13s played 6 games in their league with wins versus
Tuam Stars, Caltra, Ballygar and Kilkerrin-Clonberne and
losses to Milltown and Menlough. This qualified them
for a shield final versus Milltown. After a massive break
in time between their last league game and the shield
final, they played Milltown down in their home pitch. The
lads started off slowly in this game and Milltown had a
large lead at half time, but in the second half they rallied
back to lose out by only a few points on the day. It was
great to see them refuse to let the heads go down and
show great sporting spirit. Thanks to Manager Gareth
Lally and his selectors James Clancy and John Lally
for giving their time to the U13s. Thanks also to Aoife
Lally who provided physio for our U13 shield final.
Overall it was a quite a successful year to reach two
shield finals in what was were the club’s only two
underage football grades for the 2019 season. They
showed that they can compete against traditional
football clubs, but that training in any code from a young
age is extremely beneficial to the development of a
skill set needed to compete at the highest standard.

U14 A1 HURLING CHAMPIONS

UNDERAGE HURLING
The U16s finished fourth in their group after losing three
and winning four games. A win in the semi-final against
Annaghdown saw them progress to a County B1 final
against Mullagh-Kiltormer. It would take 3 matches to
find a winner and with that it was our U16 team that
suffered the defeat on November 4th in the second replay
held on a wet evening in Killimor. Thanks to manager
Tony Walsh and his selectors Eddie Mitchell, Declan
Lawless, Seán O’Neill, Niall Skehill and Alan Kelly who
contributed their time and effort to the U16s this year.
The Under 15s started off their year with a home win against
Meelick-Eyrecourt. The second game in the group was
away to Liam Mellows where they lost out narrowly after
a titanic struggle by the sea in Ballyloughnane. Their final
group game was at home to Cappataggle and nothing
less than a win was required to qualify which was duly
delivered with a strong performance. This set up a semifinal against Abbeyknockmoy and after a tough game
Abbeyknockmoy’s physical power helped them get over
the line and qualify for the final. Thanks to manager Niall
Skehill and his selectors Tony Walsh, Eddie Mitchell, Seán
O’Neill and Martin Scarry for their time with this age group.
The U14s started slowly with losses to Loughrea, Eyrecourt
and Ahascragh-Fohenagh and had wins against Castlegar,
Gort and Ardrahan in the group stages. The lads had to
win against Ballinderreen away to qualify for the semi-final
stages of the competition playing and winning against
Ahascragh-Fohenagh. They continued their winning
streak beating Ballinderreen by six points in the A1 final.
The Féile competition pitched the lads against Clarinbridge,
Gort and Turloughmore. It was an excellent weekend
of hurling. Thanks to manager Eddie Mitchell and his
selectors Sean O’Neill, Martin Scarry, Tony Walsh and
physio Alan Kelly for all their help throughout the year.
This year’s u13s’ competition started off with a hard fought
1-point win over their old rivals Ballinderreen. This was
followed by a defeat against a superior Michael Cusack’s
team. However, this young Pádraig Pearses team did enough
to earn their place in a semi-final against Kilconieron.
Despite, Pearses matching a blow for blow first half
Kilconieron’s strength and extensive panel won the game
for them in the end and they went on to win the B division
competition. The U13s displayed great determination, skill
level and physicality which is something they can all be
proud of and can be built on and improved for the future.
Well done to Manager Larry Hillary and his selectors Kevin
Ryan and Micheal Kelly for their work with the U13 squad.
A large panel of 27 players represented our U12 hurling
team in 2019. There were excellent attendances at
training and matches throughout the campaign.

Pearses Golf Classic sponsored by Oliver Laheen
Plant Sales and Monaghan & Sons, Galway
The panel performed very well throughout the year,
impressively winning all 7 of their group games to qualify
for the semi-final. In their best performance of the year, the
lads beat Skehana Mountbellew-Moylough in the semi-final
to reach the final which they lost to a stronger Ballygar
side. Thanks to the U12 managers Micheal Kelly and Paul
Hogan and their selectors Adrian Queeney, Larry Hillary
and Kevin Ryan for their commitment throughout 2019.
The U10 hurlers commenced training in late March 2019.
They ran approximately 25 games-based training sessions,
played 9 individual matches and took part in 2 blitzes
finishing up the season on October 5 at the Connacht
GAA annual blitz in Bekan Co. Mayo. The first part of
the season focused on the age appropriate technical
aspects of the game and an introduction to strength and
conditioning. The second part focused more on playing
matches and some basic tactical awareness. Thanks to
manager Paul Feeney and his selectors Dermot Lydon
and Colm Mitchell and backroom team of Paul Hogan
and Martha Feeney for all their organisational help.
The U8s played 20 games through Go Game Blitzes around
the county. They gained great experience, developed
their skills and had great fun along the way. The lads
showed great commitment in training and performed
very well against some of the strongest teams around.
Thanks to U8 Manager Niall Barrett and U8 coaches
Martin Scarry, Anthony Kenny, Johnny Barrett, Aidan
Kilkenny, Martin Barry, Ger O’Connor and Paraic Hillary.
Thanks to Coaching Officer Cormac Ward and Brendan
Egan who are about to roll out an Injury Prevention
Programme for our juveniles with birth years from 2008 to
2003. More details of this will be given in the coming week.

END OF YEAR JUVENILE CELEBRATIONS
The juvenile end of year celebration for 2019 will be held
in Ballymacward Hall in the next week or two. It will be
an evening where we will celebrate our very youngest
player to the oldest and their coaches and parents. All
club members and the wider community are encouraged
to attend the hall on this evening to mark another great
year for our juvenile players and coaches in the club.

CÚL CAMP

PITCHES

Cúl Camp was held from July 10th to 14th at the pitch
and was attended by 120 children. Autographs,
penalty shoot outs, the new Cúl Camp gear and
ice-cream rounded off an excellent week of hurling
and camogie both coaching and weather wise.

Many thanks to Noel Burke for his time that he puts
into co-ordinating the pitch and dressing room use
and pitch maintenance in Gurteen. Thanks to Aidan
and Martin Kilkenny for taking care of the nets at the
pitch. A special thanks to Frank Finn who has put great
effort into maintaining the clubhouse and grounds
in Ballymacward. Thanks to TUS co-ordinators and
workers of both Gurteen and Ballymacward pitches
for their support. Thanks to our volunteer grass cutters
in Ballymacward, principally Pádraig Byrnes.

SCHOOL-CLUB LIAISON
Thanks to the local primary and secondary schools for their
partnership in promoting Gaelic codes in their schools in the
past year in 2019. Congratulations to both schools on their
2019 Cumann na mBunscol County final wins. The annual
goody bag is being currently organised to be delivered
into Gurteen N.S. and Ballymacward N.S in the coming
week. This gift of sliotars, hurls and footballs will support
our players children attending our local primary schools
through access to GAA games and also allows for inclusivity
in the GAA codes for non-players by affording them the
opportunity to experience our native sports through the
provision of equipment through both primary schools.

COUNTY PLAYERS
Well done to all who represented the club at County
level: Fearghal Flannery at senior, Dean Reilly (U20)
and Diarmuid Fahey at U17 (Celtic Challenge) and
Cian Murphy at U16, Paddy Kenny, Orin Burke and
Conor Kelly at U14. Congratulations to the Galway
Minor team on their All-Ireland success and the Galway
U17s in their Celtic Challenge win. Well done to Cyril
Donnellan and Brendan Egan who were involved with
Galway backroom teams in the 2019 campaign.

CAMOGIE
Thanks to Pearses Camogie Club for their co-operation
during the year. I would like to congratulate them, on
behalf of the club, on their very successful year in juvenile
camogie. Congratulations to the founding members,
past and current players and also to the past and current
officers of the camogie club on their 40th anniversary.
A special congratulations to sisters Niamh and Orla
Kilkenny on their All Ireland Senior Camogie success.
Congratulations also to Niamh as her accomplishments
were further encapsulated in her receiving the Player’s
Player of the Year Award for 2019. The highest honour
any sportsperson can receive by their peers.

CLUB DEVELOPMENT
The club has received a grant of €69,759 from the
Sports Capital Fund towards Phases 2 and 3 of the Club
Development Plan. This development will take place in 2020.
A special word of thanks to our local County Councillor
Timmy Broderick, Denis Naughten TD and Minister Sean
Canney TD for their representations on behalf of our
club in relation to our Sports Capital Grant Application.
The Sports Capital announcement was preceded the
evening before with an award of a €10,000 Connaught
Council Grant towards the Phases 1 club development
that took place at Ballymacward pitch in 2019. It has been
overall a very successful 13 months for the club with Leader,
Sports Capital Funding and Connacht Council grant awards.
Thank you to Frank Keane and GRD for assisting with the
LEADER application towards Phase 1 and thanks to County
Development Officer Tommy Kelly and Galway County
Board for their support in the Connacht Council Application.
On a club level, thank you to my fellow Club
Development Sub-Committee members that I worked
alongside Chairperson Adrian Queeney, Treasurer Shane
Ruane, Development Officer Maeve Parker, Assistant
Chairperson Niall Barrett, Martin Barry, James Clancy
and Noel Treacy for their work over the past 2 years to
get this across the line. In addition, thank you also to the
Chairperson, Treasurer and Development Officer for the
time and dedication towards the completion of all three
very detailed grant application forms which were much
more manageable with four hands rather than one.

FINANCE
Our club Lotto remains our main source of income and
thanks to those that support it in the 250 club and
by buying weekly tickets. Thanks to the lotto agents
who promote the lotto in their businesses. Thank
you to the lotto sub-committee of Shane Ruane,
Adrian Queeney, Paraic Hillary, Martin Bellew, Gerry
Murphy, Martin Campbell and Gerard Dwyer.

FUNDRAISING
We asked and the community far and wide answered with
offers of sponsorship for both our Golf Classic last May
and our Strictly Dancing Fundraiser in November. Thank
you to the main sponsors of the Golf Classic: Oliver Laheen
Plant Sales and Monaghan and Sons, Galway. Thanks to
everyone involved in organising the event, especially Martin
Bellew. Also, Thanks to all who participated and entered
teams. Thank you to Mountbellew Fitness Centre for
coming on board as the main sponsor of Strictly Dancing.
Without doubt a great night had was in the Shearwater
Hotel in Ballinasloe where 30 dancers lined out to represent
Pádraig Pearses GAA Club. Hurls, helmets, skorts, hurling
boots and club tops were replaced with flapper dresses,
pointy shoes, fancy shirts, glitter and glam for a night where
just under 800 people came to be entertained with waltzes,
tangoes, charlestons and the likes. Many thanks to all of
our thirty dancers who dedicated their time for six weeks
of practices and fundraising. Through their amazing efforts
they raised a combined total of €62,000. Thank you Niamh
Kilkenny, Fearghal Flannery, Sandra King, Tomás Kenny,
Rachel Ward, Dermot Byrnes, Chloe Naughton, John
Lally, Niamh Raftery, Darren Naughton Jeanette McGuire,
Paraic Hillary, Geraldine Molloy and Martin Barry, Cathy
Sweeney-Kenny, Sean O’Neill, Fidelma Walsh, Eoghan
Barrett, Helena Mitchell, Declan Lawless, Ruth Dempsey,
John Morrissey, Áine Kelly, Cyril Donnellan, Gráinne

Lally, Johnny Barrett, Rose Kelly, Kevin Bellew, Aisling
Glynn and Sean Hardiman. Thank you also to my fellow
Strictly sub-committee members Maeve Parker, Joan
Hogan, Eddie Mitchell and Anthony Kenny. We could have
only dreamed of the success of Strictly at our first Strictly
sub-committee meeting early last March. All efforts were
rewarded with the fantastic production on the night and
funds for club development in the bank account. A special
thanks to Maeve and Joan who were the dream team to
work alongside documenting all and their attention to
detail was second to none. Many thanks also to the partners
and families of each of the thirty dancers and the subcommittee that supported us in many ways throughout the
six weeks which enabled the dancers and sub-committee
to commit to the event. Thanks to David Cunniffe who put
together a top-class programme for the event. It is a real
keepsake and his effort and time commitment were evident
in the programme. Thanks to Alicia, Rosie and Catherine
from Take2 Productions for adding their professionalism
to the Strictly show. Finally, the sense of community spirit
that was created in the weeks prior to and on the night
of the event is truly what makes our small club great.

SPONSORSHIP / FACILITIES
Thanks to Ballymacward Hall Committee for their
generous financial support of the club and their continued
co-operation in making the hall available as required
throughout the year. Thank you to them especially for
the gift of 2 AEDs for both Ballymacward and Gurteen
pitches. Thanks to our senior team sponsors Finnerty
Sports Care and to our junior football sponsors Ruanes,
Glentane. Thanks to Larry Hillary for securing KCI, Athlone
sponsorship of the new minor jerseys. Thanks to Padraic
and Andrea Hynes for sponsoring gear bags, socks and togs
for the U14s. Thanks also to St. Cuan’s College, Holy Rosary
College Mountbellew and Mountbellew Fitness Centre for
the use of their facilities throughout the year when needed.

END OF YEAR CELEBRATION
Last year’s annual end of year get-together was held
on the 23rd December in McDonagh’s, Castleblakeney.
Our winning football team were honoured for
their great achievements on the field in 2018.

GENERAL
I would like, on behalf of the club, to express our deepest
sympathy to all our members who suffered bereavements
during 2019. Thanks to Fr Ray Sweeney for the support
he gives to all in our club. Congratulations to all who got
engaged, who got married and to all who had new arrivals.
Thank you to the club’s backroom team -the people
that wash the jerseys, bake goods for club events,
stand as linemen and umpires at club games, those
that make sure they offer a lift to a player that may not
otherwise make a training session or a match. These
acts do not go unnoticed by the Executive Committee
and the Pádraig Pearses family. Thank you to you all.
Thanks to our clubman and referee Gerard Dwyer who
volunteered his time to referee many of our juvenile games.
Thanks to Martina Donnellan for her juvenile match
reports. A special word of thanks to all our players and
coaches for their commitment to the club throughout the
year. Also thanks to their families and partners for their
understanding and their re-organisation of many planned
events, days and nights out that had to be changed, at
often short notice, to suit training or play fixtures.
Thanks especially to the parents, players and
executive members who have supervised
hall discos on the club’s behalf in 2019.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Thanks to our Executive Committee and the lotto,
club development, finance, fundraising and juvenile
sub- committees, who attended meetings, often at
short notice, for their contributions, interest and help
throughout the year ensuring the smooth running of

the club. The club acknowledges the co-operation
received from Hurling, Football, and County officials
throughout the year. Thanks to all Referees, Match Officials,
Groundsmen and Stewards throughout the county.
Thanks to club Delegates Paul Bellew (County), John
Raftery (Hurling), John Lally (Football and Juvenile
Football) and Martin Scarry (Juvenile Hurling).
Thanks to Juvenile Secretary Rose Kelly for her work in the
juvenile side of the club. Thanks to Children’s Officer Maura
Carr O’Dea who works discreetly in the background dealing
with all areas of Garda Vetting and Child Protection. Thanks
to our excellent Assistant Secretary John Lally who looked
after all the administration of the football side of the club
and was also our club’s football delegate. Thanks to our
Insurance Officer Paul Hogan who diligently and promptly
took care of all financial issues in relation to injury claims by
players as well as sourcing information needed by the club
executive during the year. Thanks to Maeve Parker for her
fantastic work and vigour that she dedicates in progressing
our club facilities. Thanks to David Cunniffe who does an
excellent job as club PRO promoting and bringing reports
of all club activities to a wide-reaching audience on social
and print media. Thanks also to David for all his graphic
design work for club events, fundraisers, lotto and reports.
Thanks to Shane Ruane, Treasurer, for his consistent
and excellent work with the club finances and club
lotto. Thanks to Chairperson, Adrian Queeney, for the
outstanding and professional way he carries out his role
as Chairperson. It is a pleasure working alongside you all.
Ní neart go cur le chéile.
Is mise le meas,
Doireann Uí Scarraigh
Dorothy Scarry
Rúnaí CLG Pádraig Mac Piarais
22nd November 2019

MOTIONS
NONE

PÁDRAIG PEARSES GAA CLUB – NOMINATIONS 2020
OUTGOING 2019

NOMINATION 2020

Patron

Tim Byrne

Tim Byrne

President

Johnny Murphy

Johnny Murphy

Vice-Presidents

Fr Ray Sweeney, Seán Dwyer,
Paul Ryan, Noel Treacy
and Paddy Hillary

Fr Ray Sweeney, Seán Dwyer,
Paul Ryan, Noel Treacy
and Paddy Hillary

Chairman

Adrian Queeney

Adrian Queeney
Niall Barrett
Paul Hogan

Vice-Chairman

Niall Barrett

Niall Barrett
Paul Hogan

Secretary

Dorothy Scarry

Dorothy Scarry

Asst Secretary

John Lally

John Lally

Treasurer

Shane Ruane

Shane Ruane

Asst Treasurer

Paul Bellew

Paul Bellew
Maeve Parker

Juvenile Chairman

Niall Barrett

Niall Barrett
Declan Lawless
Paul Hogan

Juvenile Secretary

Rose Kelly

Rose Kelly
Tony Walsh

PRO

David Cunniffe

David Cunniffe

Irish Cultural Officer

Ann Ward

Ann Ward
John Raftery

Development Officer

Maeve Parker

Maeve Parker

Coaching Officer

Cormac Ward

Cormac Ward

Health & Wellbeing Officer

Dorothy Scarry

Dorothy Scarry
Adrian Bellew

Hurling Committee Delegate

John Raftery

John Raftery
Adrian Queeney

Football Committee +
Coiste Peil na nÓg Delegate

John Lally

John Lally

Coiste Iomána na nÓg Delegate

Martin Scarry

Martin Scarry

Children’s Officer

Maura Carr-O’Dea

Nominated from Executive
Committee directly as
per GAA regulations

Insurance Officer

Paul Hogan

Paul Hogan

Registrar

Martin Bellew, John Lally

Martin Bellew, John Lally

